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Richard Tyrone Wooten

DEC 14, 1974 - JUL 30, 2021

O n Friday, 30 July 2021, Richard Tyrone Wooten passed away peacefully in his
sleep in Mansfield, Texas, after his courageous battle with renal failure.
Because of Richard’s unwavering faith, we know he is now with the arms of his
Heavenly Father.

Richard was born on December 14, 1974, in Fort Worth, Texas to the late Robert Spencer Wooten,
Jr. and Sharon Elizabeth Powell. He was the middle child in his house, having been preceded in
death by his older brother Robert Joshua Wooten, who passed away in 2014. Richard is survived
by his wife Geralyn Wooten, daughters Libby G. Wilson and Savannah T. Wooten, sisters April M.
Hoover and Karen Walker, brother Randy Braswell, nieces Rebecca Maddox and Robin Walker,
nephew Jim Sprinkles, great-niece Savannah Class, and many beloved friends who were family to
him throughout his life.

Graduating in 1998 from Paschal High School, Richard was one of the most popular students in
his class and voted “Most Athletic” by his peers. He was a born leader and an avid athlete and a
member of the Paschal Panthers football team and was recognized as one of the Top Five Tight-
Ends in the State of Texas in 1993. He played on his high-school baseball team and was also a
competitive athlete on the weight team.

Richard received a full scholarship to play college football at Texas Christian University from
1993-1994 and was a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He was proud of his many
academic and athletic achievements, and for earning a Bachelor of Science degree from Abilene
Christian University followed by an MBA in 2011.

In college, Richard was voted as a Texas Top 100 Player (Dallas Morning News, Fort Worth Star
Telegram, Houston Chronicle-1993), was a 4 yr. Starter at Defensive Tackle, a Lonestar
Conference Freshman of the Year at Abilene Christian University in 1994, an All-Conference
player in both Freshman and Senior years, voted to the All-Decade Team at ACU, received the
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honored Purple White Award from his college coaches for leadership, was voted as a member of
the Team Council, and was a record holder in Bench competition (4751bs and Squat 6651bs).

To his buddies and coaches, he was known as “Big Woot”, “The Rich”, and “Coach”. Most
remember him as a “gentle giant”, a “star”, “humble”, “heroic”, and a “rock”, and “the man you want
to have on your team”. Richard is described by his generous, kind heart, great sense of humor,
and intelligence. He was a loyal player everyone wanted on their team. He was reliable, honorable,
trustworthy, and devoted to the people he cared about. Richard is described by his friends and
family as “a man of great character”, “a godly man”, and a “loving father” and “devoted husband”.

Richard’s positive spirit and radiant smile were contagious to everyone around him. As a devoted
and passionate high school football coach, Richard loved mentoring his students as athletes and
building them up to be the best they could be in life, and his positive influence contributed to
their success on and off the field.

The simplest pleasures in life brought great joy to Richard. He was passionate about great food
and getting together with friends and family. He believed in the power of prayer and God’s
written Word. He was adventurous and got excited about swimming with giant sharks in
Thailand, hiking in the snowy mountains, and traveling the world whenever he could.

Richard’s love for travel would eventually lead him to Guiyang, China, in 2018, where he taught
English. There, he married the love of his life, Geralyn, on June 16th, 2019. Richard was a loving
husband to Geralyn and devoted father to their beautiful 2-year-old daughter Savannah. The trio
relocated as a family to Geralyn’s native home in the Philippines, where they lived until Richard’s
health deteriorated, requiring him to return to the USA to seek adequate medical care. This could
not have been done without the overwhelmingly generous contributions made by so many
friends who knew and loved him throughout his life and career- our heartfelt thanks to everyone
responsible for making this happen, and to Trey Carrion for organizing such a successful
fundraiser to get Richard back home to the USA.

Since returning from the Philippines in 2020, Richard was cared for by one of his best friends,
GiGi Tippens, who provided a home and everything he needed to recover and cared for him for
over a year as a much beloved family member. In January 2021, Richard became ill from the
battle with renal failure that would lead to his early passing. His last day was spent in the company
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of GiGi’s dog, whom he loved and spent his final hours with. Richard died peacefully of
congestive heart failure resulting from his courageous battle with renal failure in January 2021.

Richard’s family and friends want to especially thank GiGi from the bottom of our hearts for the
abundance of support, love, and provision you gave to Richard these past two years, and we will
be eternally grateful for all that you did for him so that he could have the best care and quality of
life possible. You are the perfect example of unconditional and unfailing love and were closer
than a sister. We are so grateful for everything you have done for Richard over the years.

And finally, Richard’s closest friends and family would like to thank Richard’s closest friends for
the additional support you all provided to make his memorial and burial possible. We are forever
grateful and humbled by your acts of love and generosity.

A celebration of Richard’s life will be at Mansfield Funeral home at 1556 Heritage Pkwy.,
Mansfield, Texas 76063 at 11:00 a.m. on August 21st, 2021, followed by a graveside burial at Mount
Olivet Cemetery at 2301 Sylvania Ave., Fort Worth, Texas, 76111 at 12:20 p.m. and to conclude at
One Love Lounge Caribbean Restaurant at 2315 South Cooper St., Arlington, Texas, 76015 until
6:00 p.m. for a time to gather together with food, friends and family to remember him as he
would have wished.

“Richard- beloved husband, father, friend and family...we will cherish your memory always and
honor your life today, until we meet again.”

Special Message:

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Richard Wooten Family GoFundMe link here,
thank you: https:/gofund.me/82d10acl
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Events

Visitation with Family & Friends

ﬁ Saturday, August 21, 2021
(® 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

(© Mansfield Funeral Home
1556 Heritage Parkway, Mansfield TX 76063

Celebration of Life

ﬁ Saturday, August 21, 2021
(® 1M1:00AM CT

(© Mansfield Funeral Home
1556 Heritage Parkway, Mansfield TX 76063

Interment

ﬁ Saturday, August 21, 2021

Mt. Olivet Cemetery
2301 N. Sylvania, Ft. Worth TX 76111
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Tribute Wall Richard Tyrone Wooten

DEC 14, 1974 - JUL 30, 2021

April Hoover lit a candle in honor of Richard.
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March 3 at 7:42 PM

Nakia Cole posted:

Wooten, you will never be forgotten! You were absolutely one of the best persons | ever met. May
your beautiful soul Rest In Peace my friend.

August 21 at 2:42 AM

Rebecca Maddox shared an album called Memories Album.

August 21 at 1:46 AM

Rebecca Maddox shared an album called Memories Album.

August 21 at 1:45 AM

Rebecca Maddox shared an album called Memories Album. i ™ I

August 21 at 1:40 AM i L3
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Rebecca Maddox shared an album called Memories Album. = {i
e -
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August 21 at 1:32 AM = !\
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Tribute Wall Richard Tyrone Wooten

DEC 14, 1974 - JUL 30, 2021

Rebecca Maddox shared an album called Memories Album.

August 10 at 1:08 PM

Rebecca Maddox lit a candle in honor of Richard.

August 21 at 1:13 AM a .

Cindy Turnage posted:

You were a great guy and a great friend to me. I'll cherish all the memories forever. RIP dear friend.

August 20 at 7:00 PM

Donna Smith posted:

He shared a lot of our life events. He was a caring friend.

August 20 at 4:37 PM

Ray Rafidi posted:

God bless you, my friend. Still stunned at the news of your passing.

August 14 at 3:31PM

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Wooten family.

August 13 at 12:15 PM
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Trey Carrion lit a candle in honor of Richard.

August 10 at 1:08 PM
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Rebecca Maddox shared 3 photos to the Memories Album album. August 21 at 1:46 AM
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Rebecca Maddox shared a photo to the Memories Album album. August 21 at 1:45 AM
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Rebecca Maddox shared 3 photos to the Memories Album album. August 21 at 1:40 AM

F J.V. and Frosh Vie for Win

The 1990 Junior Varsity and Freshman teams played  proved this story by winning many games, and showing
with a lot of intensity and desire. Every moment on the  other schools that Paschal meant business! With many
field, cach opponent could sce the ferocity that the hard practices, the teams were able 1o reach the goal set
Paschal Junior Varsity and Freshman teams contained, forth for the year. This year's tcams have proven worthy
ready 10 get and tear up anything in their way. They of being Paschal Panthers!
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Jimey Collina, Brad Payne. Mike Woolsm, Keaseth Dollar,
- Gomrales, Gary Pritchett, Sedric Sarles, James Brows, Keith
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First Riw: Couch Reberson, Coach Chiormotn, Toad Hudlr James Ragaes, Soptcs T, Tecs Brows, Sfa Char Conct
Anderson, Titol Sao, Sedric Surles, Jaime Garcia,
Flores, Cole

Galiga. Row: Abe Danicl
Ae Weotom, Biad Payne, Reanith Parice: Mion Collng. Thrd iow: David Rocias, L Ramirez, Davi
Gayoe,Brian Davidson, Albét Sandoal, M  Marlon Grandberr, Kenya B Row: Jeremy Beasley,
Brian n; iy Eurto, Shawn Wamsted o, Hardy ‘Swinon, Mike Martin, Jay Hoskins, Trent Grepory.
| rm.n Row Jim Sangsvang. Ben Mooring. Paul ot Patl Chidgey, Jack Boyd, Kenneth Dollar, Reggic Cunningharn,

D
|
itz .
3 Coach Roberson calls Cole Cayce and Ken-
. the next play. neth Porter covered
| ) over 1000 yards in only
‘ nine games!
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@ Rebecca Maddox shared a photo to the Memories Album album. August 21 at 1:32 AM

Richard Tyrone Wooten in U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-1999
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Rebecca Maddox shared 4 photos to the Memories Album album. August 21 at 1:23 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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